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Authoritarian Traditions 
in Education  

ÅSchool system based on faith, authority and order  

ÅChanges in schools in Britain, Europe and North 

America 1960õ ð 1980õ 

ÅECE region ð part of European culture since 1,000 

years agoé 

ÅCommunist governments ð conserving Authoritarian 

teaching:  
Å òThe aim of totalitarian education has never been to instill conviction, 

but to destroy capacity to form anyó (Hannah Arendt, 1968) 

 



Current Problems of 
Slovak HE 

}Financial problems (0.7% GDP into Education in 2007 ð 
lowest in EU) 

}Staff problems ð brain drain ð references to òwork 
conditionsó (inspiration, motivation, not just funding) 

}Atmosphere ð general disrespect toward educated 
people in society, salary structure (bus drivers, police 
officers, custom officers, etc.)  

}Conviction, that higher education has to be free of 
charge  

}Quality Assurance ð accreditation based on quantitative 
criteria  

}International mobility (less than 1% of students ð EU 
average is 5.9%) Students and teachers with international 
experience see things differently  

 



Online Education in 
Slovakia 

ÅòBeginning Stageó for 10 years 

ÅLMS systems available, no training, no funding, no 

other support  

ÅCollege of Management (City University of Seattle) 

ð exception  

ÅAlso suffering from lack of teacher training  

ÅMost students and teacher have no experience 

with online learning ð non -realistic expectations  



Research on Online 
Collaboration in Slovakia  

ÅDissertation 
research 2008 ð 
2012 

Å2 case studies ð 
Comenius University 
and College of 
Management  

ÅInterviews, 
questionnaires, 
discussion analysis  
 

 



Research Results 
ÅCollaboration is rarely used as a teaching method 

in Slovakia, particularly in online settings  

ÅStudents do not expect to be asked to participate 

in discussions, but when asked they seem to have 

no problem embracing the method.  

Å Instructors at many Slovak institutions lack the 

motivation and training to promote and use 

collaborative methods in their online courses  

ÅThe few instructors who make the effort to 

implement some of these methods use mostly 

asynchronous discussions.  

 



International Course on Internet 

Marketing, January 2013 
ÅCourse located within Moodle system at the 

University of Economics  

Å7 Panama/DR (ESC) Students  

ÅElective course part of degree program  

Å25 Slovak Students  

ÅUndergrad through PhD/óextra courseó 

Å5 Teams (1-2 ESC per team)  

Å6 Panama Students complete course  

Å5 Slovak Students completed course  

 



Expectations 
ÅStudents used to 

lectures and tests donõt 

know what to do  

ÅExpecting the online 

work to be òeasyó 

___________________ 

Pre-workshop  



English – writing 
experience 

ÅLower command of 

English could be 

expected  

ÅCluelessness about 

writing?  

ÅConcepts of critical 

thinkingé 

__________________ 

Writing workshop?  



Commitment  
ÅTuition free system  

ÅElective course  

ÅWhat is the motivation?  

________________ 

Introducing basic fee?  

 

 



Plagiarism Issues 
ÅSocial tolerance 

towards plagiarism  

ÅLack of knowledge on 

working with literature  

ÅNon -existing 

repercussions  

____________________ 

? 



Lessons Learned 
 

ÅStudent selection, Preparation ð workshops, 

seminars?  

ÅNew course ð Spring 2014 ð Comenius University & 

SUNY New Paltzé 

ÅWe tried to be smarter  

ÅHopefully presented here next year ;o)  
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