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The Course: Social Control (Sociology and
Criminology)

o E%Lﬁwt six times since 2002; most recently in Spring

e Faculty Collaborators: Craig Little (SUNY Cortland);
Larissa Titarenko (Belarus State University); Mira
Bergelson (Moscow State University)

e Students: Belarus State University (Minsk); Moscow
State University; Griffith University (Brisbane) and
SUNY Cortland (Total: c. 20)

e Course Structure: Traditional, modular

e Platforms: SUNY Learning Network (SLN) and SUNY
Cortland’s eLearningystem employing
Blackboard/WebCT

e Mode: Asynchronous on the Web
* Language of Instruction: English




Social Control: Course Outline

e Five Modules

1.

Introductions (pictures, bio-sketches, Web-based
research, questions, discussion)

Crime Control as Industry: The “Hard” Edge of
Modern Social Control (Christie, 2000)

The Soft Cage: A History of Surveillance in
America (Parenti, 2004)

Everyday Surveillance: Postmodern Social
Control (Staples, 2000)

What We Have Learned



&%) Blackboard Leamning System - Mozilla Firefox

&

= C

& Blackboard Learning System

Cortlan

Build Teach

@) Instructor Tools

g Manage Course

&yl Assessment Manager

5. Assignment Dropbox
[g Grade Book

Grading Forms

Eb Group Manager

Tracking
o] :
= Selective Release

&) Course Tools

«

& Course Content
ED syllabus

@ Learning Modules
5> Discussions Lx
&) Assignments

5" Announcements

(] Assessments
Calendar

£ search

@] Web Links
[=] who's Online

£y Mail

(H) = Hidden

Student View

Q & http:/fwebct8.cortland.edu/webct/cobaltMainFrame.dowebct?appforward=/webct/viewMyWebCT.dowebct T '-.l v | Google L

SUNY Cortland elearning | Accessibility | Help | Log out

S0C477-CRM477CombinedLittle-Spring2011 - SOC477-CRM477CombinedLittle-Spring2011

Your location: Learning Modules 1

Learning Modules

@ L. Introductions %
@ II. Crime Control as Industry %

@ [II. The Soft Cage %

IV. Everyday Surveillance % (Hidden)

V. What We Have Learned % (Hidden)

In this module there is a Course Teacher Evaluation that you MUST complete. There is also a final Mini-Lecture with some concluding thoughts about what
we have covered in this class.

Thank you for your participation in our class and we wish you the very best for your future endeavors.
Professor Little and Professor Titarenko

Surveillance Film Classics % (Hidden)

Contained in this supplementary module you will find some "classic” films that treat various aspects of a real or imagined surveillance or dataveillance future
or recent past. These are not assigned; they are here simply as food for thought and for you to enjoy.
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Assignment Submission: Web-Based Assignment #1, Due by 2/7/11
Instructions

SOC/CRM 477
Social Control
Web-Based Assignment #1
Start and Submit As Soon As Possible, but Due by 2/7/11

In this assignment, you will learn some basic facts about Australia, Belarus and the United States. Your work on this assignment will serve as the
foundation for our first Student-Led Discussion (SLD). Please follow the instructions below.

1. Go to www.refdesk.com

2. Look down the Web page until you find "Encyclopedias.”

3. To begin your reading and research, use the Columbia encyclopedia. Other good suggested resources are: Wikipediz (but read it critically) and
the CIA World Factbook (“Google” CIA Factbook) and Google Maps to quickly learn more.

4. Australian Students: Read about Belarus (including Minsk, the city where Belarus State University is located) and the United States (including
Mew York State and Cortland, Mew York where the State University of New York at Cortland—SUNY Cortland—is located.

5. Belarusian Students: Read about Australia (focusing on Queensland and the city of Brisbane where Griffith University is located) and the United
States, New York State and Cortland, New York.

6. SUNY Cortland Students: Read about Australia (Queensland and Brisbane) and Belarus {Minsk).

When you have completed your reading and research above, write in the space below four basic facts or impressions about each country or city you
Nesearched that you found helpful or surprising as you tried to understand better what each country was like.

The assignment will be submitted to the professors, but it will not be graded. Rather, your four facts or impressions about each country or city will
be published to the entire class to read. Cur first on-line Student-Led Discussion (SLD) will be based on an exchange of comments and questions in
reference to the published “facts” and impressions.

If possible, please submit your assignment as soon as possible to facilitate an early start to the first SLD. The deadline for completion of the
assignment is 2/7/11.
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Social Control: Course Work

Reading: Three books plus selected articles
Writing: Three Exams (1,500 words each)

Web-Based Assighments: Web research
shared with student peers.

Student-Led Discussions (SLDs):

— Threaded discussions

— One in each module

— Minimum participation, six posts per module
— Account for 1/3 of final grade



International Distance Learning: Why?
Students: Americans and Internationals

— Infuses an international comparative perspective on the
subject matter

— Enhances cross-cultural/international communication and
understanding

— Provides an international experience alternative to study
abroad

e Avoids barriers of expense, time, students’ curriculum
demands that restrict study-abroad options

— Extends computer and internet research skills
— Demands attention to formal and informal writing



Why?
International Students

— Intensive practice to improve English reading and
writing

— Exposure to “American-style” university teaching

— Preparation for possible graduate study in the U.S.



Why? Faculty

— Promotes cross-cultural/international
understanding

— Provides an extended, active context in which to
learn from each other

— Forces a systematic thinking and re-thinking of the
course content

— Increases knowledge of Web-based resources
— Enhances computer and Internet skills
— It is rewarding and FUN.



Student Workload

e Writing
— Students typically average the equivalent of 50-90
pages of double-spaced text.

e Reading
— The reading was extensive and challenging.
e Cross-Cultural Interactivity

— SLDs: Average 200-300 posts per module
— Most students are very engaged.



Faculty Workload

I”

Considerable—more than a “traditiona
course

Team-Teaching with an Internationaltwist
Pre-delivery Planning

Need for constant, consistent presence and
feedback

Rewards: What we are doing is important and
our students seem to recognize it.



Student Comments

 “l really enjoyed the international perspective that
was achieved...The international aspect of the course
was the single most educational experience in this
subject.” (Australian)

e “| found the course to be a lot more interesting
because we were able to learn about the same issues
in America compared to Belarus. All the students
were helpful in their discussions to really understand
their culture and certain other things about their
country.” (American)



Student Comments

e “llike that | got a lot of new information about
social control that will help me in my further
sociological study. | also like that | had
opportunity to communicate about different
issues with colleagues from USA & Australia...
like that | can improve my English skills as
well.” (Belarusian)



Student Comments

 “You know it's a huge problem here in Belarus
(emphasis on rote memory)uring some classes we
just took dictation of our lecturers' thoughts. And
then we should repeat it when we take credits or
exams. For some subjects it's fine (statistic or math),
but sometimes... You know we have some seminars
where we should read articles and then retell
contents.
So it was great to participate in discussions (| enjoyed
sharing opinion among students from other

countries whose cultures differ a lot).” (Belarusian)



Thank you for your kind attention!

e For more information:

— Little, Craig B., Larissa Titarenko and Mira
Bergelson. 2005. “Creating a Successful Distance
Learning Classroom,” Teaching Sociology 33(4):
355-370.

e E-mail: craig.little@cortland.edu



Discussion Question

 Based on what you have learned from this
presentation—and/or your own personal
collaborative online international learning
experience—what are the challenges (even
barriers) to doing this kind of teaching?



